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life is not—is not positive, is not good. And 
so therefore, I’m against the extension of 
the research of using more Federal dollars 
on new embryonic stem cell lines. 

As you know, I made the decision that 
existing lines should receive Federal dollars, 
and we’ve had about 600 different experi-
ments, maybe 3,000 more to go. And so 
you asked about frozen embryos—that 
would entail the destruction of life, and 
the use of Federal dollars to destroy life 
is something I simply do not support. 

Indonesia-U.S. Military Relations 
Q. How about good will for relation of 

our military? 
President Yudhoyono. Yes, we discussed 

with President Bush on the effort in nor-
malizing our military-to-military relations. 
Of course Indonesia has to be thankful for 
the resumptions of IMET program. And 
we have to do more along with the reforms 
of the military that is conducted in Indo-
nesia. I do hope that in the future we are 
moving ahead for fully normalizations of 
the military-to-military relations. 

Actually, the atmosphere is positive that 
of course in part of Indonesia, we have 
to continue our reform to many things— 
toward the normalization of our military- 
to-military relations. 

President Bush. The President did men-
tion that we’re revitalizing the military edu-
cation training program. It makes sense that 
we have mil-to-mil exchanges, military-to- 
military exchanges. We want young officers 
from Indonesia coming to the United 
States. We want there to be exchanges be-
tween our military corps. That will help 
lead to better understandings. And so I— 
the President told me he’s in the process 
of reforming the military, and I believe 
him. So this is the first step toward what 
will be fuller mil-to-mil cooperation. 

Cameron [Carl Cameron, Fox News]. 

Bioethics/Stem Cell Research 
Q. Again on stem cells, Mr. President. 

If I understood you correctly, the embryos 

put together for in vitro fertilization do 
contain life. And if that’s the case, do you 
believe that those people who create those 
embryos for in vitro fertilization have an 
obligation to ensure that they are brought 
to term, if they are, in fact, not needed 
by the original—— 

President Bush. No, the issue that in-
volves the Federal Government is whether 
or not we use taxpayers’ money that would 
end up destroying that life. That’s the issue 
at hand. And as you know, I’m the first 
President to say we could use Federal dol-
lars on embryonic stem cells, but those 
stem cells had already—had been created, 
so that—it’s from the moment I made the 
declaration forward that we would not use 
Federal taxpayers’ money to destroy life. 
That’s the issue. And the Congress has 
made its position clear, and I’ve made my 
position clear. And I will be vetoing the 
bill they send to me if it were to pass 
the United States Senate. 

Now, there is research going on in the 
private sector. There’s a lot of research on 
adult stem cells that appears to be very 
promising. And my Government strongly 
supports stem cells. There must be a bal-
ance—strongly supports adult stem cell re-
search—but there must be a balance be-
tween science and ethics. And I’ve made 
my decision as to how best achieve that 
balance. 

Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunamis 
Disaster Relief 

Q. We understand that United States has 
pledged a commitment—a lot have pledged 
a commitment to the tsunami relief recon-
struction and effort. I would like to ask, 
how is it going to be realized, the commit-
ment? 

President Bush. Well, the commitment 
was first realized when we moved an air-
craft carrier with a lot of equipment into 
the neighborhood. And many of our Navy 
officers and Marine officers and Marine en-
listed, Navy enlisted personnel were the 
first people on the ground to start helping 
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in coordination with the Indonesian Gov-
ernment. 

That commitment is further being met 
by expenditures out of the United States 
Congress. Plus, I put together kind of an 
interesting group of private citizens to help 
raise money for the tsunami relief—that 
would be my father and President Clinton, 
number 41 and 42. And they have worked 
hard to convince our fellow citizens to con-
tribute—these are private-sector citizens— 
to contribute to help provide relief as well. 

I’m proud of my Government’s—more im-
portantly, my country’s commitment to help 
the people who suffer. 

And the President and I talked a lot 
about the ongoing relief efforts. We 
thanked the Government for their hard 
work, and I told him the American people 
will stand with these folks. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:36 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. 

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Republic 
of Indonesia 
May 25, 2005 

President George W. Bush and President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono today re-
affirmed the longstanding friendship be-
tween the United States of America and 
the Republic of Indonesia and committed 
to expand and deepen their cooperation 
based on partnership and our shared values 
of democracy and pluralism. The two lead-
ers held productive discussions on issues 
of mutual concern at the bilateral, regional, 
and global levels. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
exchanged congratulations on the successful 
conduct of their respective elections last 
year. President Bush applauded Indonesia’s 
enormous strides in building a durable de-
mocracy and noted that these successes 
truly reflect the determination and demo-
cratic spirit of the Indonesian people. 
Mindful of the importance of rule of law 
in building democracy and prosperity, the 
two Presidents agreed to establish a joint 
interagency working group to share experi-
ence and enhance cooperation on various 
justice-sector issues and related issues of 
mutual interest. 

On behalf of the American people, Presi-
dent Bush once again expressed his sym-
pathy to the Indonesian people and their 

government over the catastrophic loss of 
life and the material destruction caused by 
recent earthquakes and the December 2004 
tsunami. He reiterated the commitment of 
the American people to stand by those af-
fected as they rebuild, and he announced 
that Indonesia will receive $400 million of 
the total $857 million earmarked by the 
U.S. Government for earthquake and tsu-
nami relief and reconstruction. The United 
States has offered to rebuild the Banda 
Aceh-Meulaboh highway—a 240-kilometer 
road with over 110 bridges that serves as 
a lifeline for much of the west coast of 
Aceh province—setting aside $245 million 
for the effort. The United States will also 
work with local and national authorities to 
rebuild homes, schools, and clinics and re- 
establish the means for the people of Aceh 
to return to work. The two Presidents 
pledged to work together to develop a Dis-
aster Preparedness and Mitigation Action 
Plan to increase Indonesia’s capacity to re-
spond to disasters of all kind. While stress-
ing that the primary responsibility for deal-
ing with the tsunami disaster and its con-
sequences lies with the government and 
people of Indonesia, President Yudhoyono 
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expressed deep appreciation for the out-
pouring of sympathy and generous financial 
assistance from the government of the 
United States and private American citi-
zens. Recognizing the achievement of pri-
vate U.S. citizens and companies in raising 
more than $1.4 billion for relief and recon-
struction of the affected areas, the two 
Presidents welcomed the outcome of the 
Private Sector Summit held in Washington, 
D.C., on 12 May 2005. They commended 
the efforts of the private sector, led by 
former Presidents George Bush and Bill 
Clinton, in generating such generous con-
tributions for the tsunami victims. 

President Bush emphasized his govern-
ment’s support for Indonesia’s territorial in-
tegrity and reiterated that the United States 
opposes secessionist movements in any part 
of Indonesia. He noted that a strong, 
united, democratic, and prosperous Indo-
nesia will serve as a force for stability and 
progress in Asia and beyond. The President 
noted that reconstruction offers the oppor-
tunity for a new beginning in Aceh and 
gave his full support for President 
Yudhoyono’s strong efforts to promote 
peace. He welcomed the ongoing talks to 
achieve a peaceful and lasting solution to 
the conflict, based on special autonomy 
within the framework of a united Indonesia. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
underscored their strong commitment to 
fight terrorism, which threatens the people 
of both nations and undermines inter-
national peace and security. The two lead-
ers rejected any link between terrorism and 
religion and pledged to continue to work 
closely at the bilateral, regional, and global 
levels to combat terror. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
endorsed cultural and educational exchange 
visits and interfaith dialogue as means for 
promoting tolerance, mutual respect and 
mutual understanding. The two Presidents 
pledged to work together to support such 
initiatives. President Bush welcomed Presi-
dent Yudhoyono’s intention to send promi-
nent Indonesian Islamic scholars to the 

United States to promote inter-faith dia-
logue. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
agreed that normal military relations would 
be in the interest of both countries and 
undertook to continue working toward that 
objective. The two Presidents welcomed 
the resumption of Indonesia’s participation 
in International Military Education and 
Training (IMET) as an important step. 
They also looked forward to the convening 
of the Third Indonesia-United States Secu-
rity Dialogue in Jakarta in mid-2005 and 
called for further meetings of the Bilateral 
Defense Dialogue. They also praised the 
excellent humanitarian cooperation between 
the U.S. military and the Indonesian mili-
tary during the tsunami emergency relief 
operations in Aceh. President Yudhoyono 
reaffirmed his commitment to further 
strengthen military reform, civilian control, 
and accountability. President Bush pledged 
his full support in these efforts. Encour-
aged by progress in the investigation of the 
2002 incident in Timika, President 
Yudhoyono reaffirmed that he would inten-
sify efforts to ensure that the suspect in-
dicted by a U.S. Federal court for the 2002 
Timika killings is apprehended and that all 
those responsible for these crimes are 
brought to justice. 

The two Presidents discussed ways to 
strengthen U.S.-Indonesia economic co-
operation and trade relations. President 
Yudhoyono briefed President Bush on his 
approach to Indonesia’s development, 
which he termed ‘‘pro-growth, pro-job, and 
pro-poor.’’ He also noted the urgent need 
to improve Indonesia’s infrastructure and 
he invited Americans to participate in that 
undertaking. President Bush welcomed 
President Yudhoyono’s determination to 
further economic reform, to combat cor-
ruption, and to improve the business and 
investment climate. Accordingly, the Presi-
dents welcomed the $10 million G–8 pilot 
project to assist Indonesia in its efforts to 
improve the business climate. Stressing the 
benefits of an open trading system, the two 
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